O AT i e i g
: CLASSIFICATION........ 37T
SOURLLY SR
CIRINTRY . Fast Mhproves For Release 2002/07/22 : cﬁ.’-"hbbsoigf&mptm&ggszoOWA -
P L3 Demsan . rfield ’
25X1A
T m—— Z5X1X ....., ) A
FAAUATION e PLACE OBTAINED____| 25X1A
AT OF CONTENT, 25X1C
" UTE ORTAINED . | DATE PREPARED _.28 Jarmery 1953
| FERENCES____| , '
RSt ENCLOSURES (no. & TvPE) - :
" TMARKS
CURCE 25X1X
1. The following observetions were made at lesseu airfield between 1 and
26 December,
25X1X C
1 to 11 December, No air activity was observed at the field.
- d2 _December,  About noon, some teke-offs were made by ground attsck
nlanes, .
25X1X 6_and 13 Tecember, | |tha field from the railroad line
én. counted 48 IL-10s &nd 1 biplane there. .
14 to 21 December, MNo air activity was obsgerved,
22_Jecember. Between 10 a.m. and 3 pom., there was intensive air aetivity,
25 December, [luring the morningy[::::::]heard the noise of [lying fro» the
“irection of the field,
25X1X _ A
26 December, The ncise of engines was heard. Several olanes circled over
the field, while additional »lanes took off at short intervals., The air-
eraft assembled in formation and flew toward the east. A%t 2340 p.m,,
25X1X om the railreosd line that all the planes had teken off, Tv

long trains of boxears, gondola cars and flatears with sideracks stood on 25X1X
the spur track to the field. One train hed two tenk cars. 3Several open

cors were loaded with boxes and billeting equipment. Next to the nlane,

there were two trucks from . which billeting equipment was being unloaded by

20 to 30 soldiers. At aboudt 3:30 poMa, two trucks losded with billeting
equivment were observed in frout of the former administrative buildinga

vhich were used as quartering buildings_ by the Soviets, Tt appeared that

the entire unit was to leave the field.
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Between 3 and 10 December, no alr activiiy was observaed.

Usually, there wes frost, cloudy wenther and occasionally
snowfall. Betwcen 3:20 and 3:45 p.m. on 10 Tecember, several
engines were started. Throughout the dey on 11 December, the
‘weather was cloudy and the temverature was below zero. 4t

sbout 9 a.m., ground atiack slanes sterted flying usuzlly

taking off irdividuslly and lending in elements of two.

Between 2:30 and 3:20 p.m., only individuel take-offs and
landings were made. During the air aetivity, 7 truecks loaded
with equipment and a fire truck with a trailer were sarked

at the flight control etation. A vehicle with a ven-like super-
structure and with = rectangular set with wires on top was
observed about 150 meters from the runway between the flight
control station and the radio installations., At 4:50 p.M., dboud
50 men, wearing leather trousers rnd jackets, fur-lined collars,
helmets and boots warched through the mnin entrance of the field
toward the billets. .Jource could not observe that the soldiers
were wearing any insignia. A%t 4:30 p.m., 45 ground attack planes
and ‘1 blplane were counted at the field. '

Oneof the fuel containers which had previously been unloaded snd
stored east of the Alten reilroad station at the site of the former
fuel dump was still there. The second one was propped Rear the repair

shop,”

On 4 December, about 40 men exsrcised aiming with guns in the A2 gun
emolacerent in the southeastern corner of the field., One of Flcer
and four men were cbserved al each gun, A range-finder opeirator

vho carried a frame with 2 set, about 1 meter long, in front of his
chest shouted some orders vhereupon the gun barrels were burned,
Boxes were carried to the guns frem smell hoiblows or earth bunkera.
On 19 December, the guns in the AX pun emplacement were covered

with tarnaulins., & measuring instrument on a tripod was observed

in the emplacement, '

On 3 Pecember, source observed from the Alten reilroad station that
eight shrapnelproof alrcraft revetments vere being £illed with sand,
Groups of 14 men each were excavating a small diteh around the
individusl revetments, Oa 4 December, masts were belug set up and
an overhead line was being strung vear the shrapnelproof revetments
in the southern section of the field. Two wires werc strung and
lamng were fixed. The lamps were dimmed to the sides and above

and beaned their 1i_ht only dowmward,

At 1330 p.me, on 8 December, szbout 180 men drilied in front 3£ the
flight control tmilding., About 40 men were engaged in rifle aiming
ractice.

On 9 December, 50 to A0 men worked on three sheds in the northeastern
corner of the field. Theze sheds were about 4 meters high and hed
slanting side walls. On 16 December, one ground sttuck plene each
was parked in the three new wooden sheds on the northern edge of the -
field. These sheds weres so large. that thelr doors could be closed

if a plane was parked inside. Havever, no doors bad been hung., There
was 4 box-like set with snall iren vheels, an air vent vipe in the
unper section and a metal sieve, shout 30 em in dianeter, in the rear
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wall next to each plane. A hose, 4 to 5 meters long and shout
15 en in diemeter, apnarently of fabric nainted silver nrojected
sideweys. from the set. (me set stood bshind the wings of each
of the three nlanes, while the hose extended forviard under the
wings. Lach shed was also equinned with two fipe extinsuishers.
The vlanes had white v ner edges on their rudder assemblies and
white numbers,

“n 19 December, four railroad tank cars, sbout 5 meters apart,
stood on the epur track at Alten railroad station. Two sentries
armed with submachine guns were nosted at esch tamk car, Truck

25X1 Cl:lms ohserved,

g!-

10,

25X1X

i

25X1A1,

On 25 and 26 Tecember, aumerous ground abtack planes, & high wing
mononlane srnd a binlane left the field toward the southssst. They
were nol observed returning tc the field. Billeting equipnent was
loaded on reilrosd cara on the spur track, The AA guns were still
in their emplscement,”

On 21 December, about 50 IL-10& were parked on the scubhera aedge
of the field snd 1 PO-2 plane was east of the grotnd attack planes,
Three sentries wesring bladk-berdered blue epaulets, who were armed
with submachine guns were wosied near the aireraft, The groungd

- attack unit wes no longer stationed at the f£ield on 79 December, On

this day, billeting equioment and sircraft parts were loaded. A
local resident said that, according to a Joviet seiior 1ieutenant,
the ground attack unit was trensferred to Brandis.

Shoriybefore 4 p.m. on 7 December, no air activity was observed at
the field. ' The snow was not removed from the rumway, Yest of the
"Ilight control bullding, there were six esarth bunkers and a newly
erected low wooden building, similar to the buildings formerly used
by the Reich labor Service, #nother new low wooden building was
sast of the flight wmutrel stetion. sSix to elght earth bunkers were

. observed near the AA gpun emnlacements, At 2:50 pclle on 31 December,

no ground abtack planes were stationed at the field. A Vp guard in
biue uniform was observed at the ﬂ_._;,-_h-&_}fn'ﬁ to the field, o 74 gurs
wers observed, Some of the window pianes of the flight w atrol
butlding and the temnorary bulldings were broken. Two ¥Pa on motor-

cycles vere observed moving tewsrd the field,

Comment., Dessan airfield was nwreviously occusled by & ground
attack regimeut which was eguinped with IL-10 nlanea. Acecording o
the renorted cbaervations, it is definitely believed that the unit
wacated the field on 26 December 1952, The information in weragraph 10

that the unit wag tranaferred to Arandls may be correct us 36 TLel0a
were obaerved landing in Brosdis on 26 December, i

The evacuation of Dessou airfield is rossibly connected with the
egtablishment of sn nir force armarent industry in Iast Germany.
According to eredible information received oreviously, Dessaw i

the airfields which will be used for this purnase,
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2. | ngm ent, The same source previously reported these cone
25X1A - tainers, ="‘—Ll

25X1A - 3o :tg_zr_@gm% The AA gun emnlacement iz known. The canvage
covered set on a trinod noszibly is an AL telescore.

25X1A 4, [____Topment, The construction of three wooden hanrers wa 25X1A
‘ " reported previcusly. | | v
These hangars were orobably erected for repair purvoses. The sets
described are probebly preheaters. The three nlanes, according to
thelr markings, belong to the ground attack regiment stationsd in
Dessau, :
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